
  



  



 



 

 

Okay, who is going first? 



 

 

 



 

Prior to the return from the Babylonian 
captivity, the Hebrew language was 

written using ideographic characters



 

These Characters are now known as 
ketav ivri, meaning Hebrew script. 

 
The modern Hebrew characters today 

do not resemble the ancient ideograms. 



 

This script was found in many ancient 
inscriptions and was still used after the 

time of the Babylonian exile on coins  
and in some of the Dead Sea Scrolls 



 

A form of ketav ivri is still used today by 
the Samaritans in making and 

preserving their own Torah Scrolls 



 

The ideograms form the basis of the 
understanding of the Hebrew characters 
individually and in combination. These 
understandings were not change after 

Ezra’s conversion to the Aramaic script. 



 

All of the ancient Hebrew characters are 
referenced by two words “aleph-bet,” 
which are the first two characters in 
their language. The Greek language 
followed the same form by saying 

“alpha-bet.” This is the origin of our 
English word alphabet. 



The first Hebrew ideogram “aleph” is 
equivalent to the English “A.” 

A or     a 
IIt was written in the shape of an ox’s head. 

The idea it represents is:  
● An Ox 

●First 
● Strong 



The second Hebrew ideogram “bet” is 
equivalent to the English “B.” 

B or       b  
It was written the shape of an enclosure. 

The idea it represents is: 
● A Tent 

● A house 
● A family 



The combination of the Hebrew 
ideograms of “aleph and bet”  

The equivalent to the English “ab.” 

BA or       ba  
The idea it represents is: 

The strong one of the house 
~ Or ~ 

The first one of the family 



The Hebrew ideograms “alephbet”  
Also pronounced as “Ab,”…  

BA or       ba 
  

…is the Hebrew word for “Father,” 
the strong one of the family. 



Y’shua uses a variation of this name in the 
Garden of Gethsemane: 

ABBA or        abba 
  Mk 14:36 And he said, Abba, Father, all things are 

possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: 
nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt. 

Abba ~ aBa 
The strong one of the house, the house’s first one. 



 
Where is the first mention of marriage in the Torah? 

 
 

There is no direct relationship between the English 
words Marry, Marriage, or Marrying to any one 

word in Hebrew. Therefore we must look to the first 
union between man and woman to find 

understanding. 
 



 
Genesis 2:22. And the rib, which the Lord God had 
taken from man, made he a woman, and brought 
her to the man. 23. And Adam said, This is now 

bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 
called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 
24. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 

mother, and shall cleave to his wife;  
and they shall be one flesh. 

 



 
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 

mother, and shall cleave to his wife;  
and they shall be one flesh. 

 
 
    



 
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 

mother, and shall cleave to his wife;  
and they shall be one flesh. 

 
 
 

one    •   flesh  •   become • woman  • cleave   .   



 
 • cleave 

Pronounced as “Va-DaBaq” 

The first character “vav”  is a prefix. 

The ideogram for “vav”  is w, a nail. Its 

meaning is to fasten or connect. It is often 
translated as “and” in the English 



 
 • cleave 

Pronounced as “Va-DaBaq” 

The second character “dalet”  is part of 

the root word. 

The ideogram for “dalet”  is D, a 

doorway or gateway.  



 
 • cleave 

Pronounced as “Va-DaBaq” 

The third character “bet”  is part of the 

root word. 

The ideogram for “bet”  is B, an 

enclosure or a tent. By extension a house, 
home or family. 



 
 • cleave 

Pronounced as “Va-DaBaq” 

The fourth character “koof”  is part of 

the root word. 

The ideogram for “koof”  is Q, the back 

of the head. By extension behind, the last, 
the highest. 



 
 • cleave 

Combining our ideograms we can decipher 

“ ” fastening to:  

“ ” the doorway:  

“ ” of our house:  

“ ” not looking behind.



 
 • cleave 

Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary (1692) states: a 
primitive root; properly, to impinge, i.e. 
cling or adhere; figuratively, to catch by 

pursuit:--abide fast, cleave (fast together), 
follow close (hard after), be joined 

(together), keep (fast), overtake, pursue 
hard, stick, take. 



 
 • cleave 

Jastrow’s Dictionary of the Targumin, the 
Talmud Babli and Yerushalmi and the 

Midrashic Literature explains that this 
word in its various Hebrew tenses and 

Rabbinic usage means to cleave, adhere, 
stick or to glue. 



 
 • woman 

Pronounced as “BaieShtu” 

The first character “bet”  is a prefix. 

The ideogram for “bet”  as a prefix has the 

meaning of “in”. It is translated often as “in” 
in the English. 



 
 • woman 

Pronounced as “BaieShtu” 

The next characters “aleph-sheen”  are 

the root word. 

The ideogram for “aleph-sheen”  is 

AV meaning ox teeth by extension a 
strong devourer or consuming fire. 



 
 • woman 

Pronounced as “BaieShtu” 

The fourth character “tav”  is part of the 

root word. 

The ideogram for “tav”  is Tmeaning a 

cross, by extension, to seal or to covenant. 



 
 • woman 

Pronounced as “BaieShtu” 

The fifth character “vav”  is part of the root 

word. 

The ideogram for “vav”  is w, a nail. Its 

meaning is to fasten, connect or secure. It is 
often translated as “and” in the English 



 
 • woman 

Combining our ideograms we can decipher 

“ ” in: 

“ ” the consuming:  

“ ” of the covenant:  

“ ” making it secure:  



 
 • become 

Pronounced as “VaHaIoo”  

The first character “vav”  is a prefix. 

The ideogram for “vav”  is w, a nail. Its 

meaning is to fasten, connect or secure. It is 
often translated as “and” in the English 

 



 
 • become 

Pronounced as “VaHaIoo”  

The second character “heh”  is a root. 

The ideogram for “heh”  is H or h, a 

man with his hands lifted up or an open 
window. Its meaning is to behold.  

Heh as a prefix means “the.” 



 
 • become 

Pronounced as “VaHaIoo”  

The third character “yod”  is a root. 

The ideogram for “yod”  is Y or y, arm 

with an open hand.  
Its meaning is to work or a deed done. 



 
 • become 

Pronounced as “VaHaIoo”  

The last character “vav”  is a root. 

The ideogram for “vav”  is w, a nail. Its 

meaning is to fasten, connect or secure. It is 
often translated as “and” in the English 

 



 
 

• become 
Combining our ideograms we can decipher 

“ ” and: 

“ ” behold: 

“ ” the work: 

“ ” making it secure: 



 
 •   become 
 
 

Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary (1961) states: a 
primitive root (compare 1933); to exist, i.e. be 

or become, come to pass…  
 
 



 
 •flesh 

Pronounced as “LBaSar” 

The last character “lamed”  is a prefix. 

The ideogram for “lamed”  is l, a staff, 

rod, or cattle goad sometimes a tongue. Its 
meaning is to control, to prod or urge 

forward, to go toward or forward. 
 
 
 



 
 •flesh 

Pronounced as “LBaSar” 

The second character “bet”  is part of the 

root word. 

The ideogram for “bet”  is B, an enclosure 

or a tent. By extension a house, home or 
family. 



 
 •flesh 

Pronounced as “LBaSar” 

The second character “sin”  is part of the 

root word. 

The ideogram for “sin”  is  Vmeaning 

teeth . By extension to devour, to consume to 
destroy or something sharp. 



 
 •flesh 

Pronounced as “LBaSar” 

The second character “resh”  is part of the 

root word. 

The ideogram for “resh”  is  Rmeaning 

the head. By extension a person, what is 
highest, what is most important. 



 
 •flesh 

Combining our ideograms we can decipher 

“ ” toward: 

“ ” the home: 

“ ” to consume: 

“ ” the head: 



 
 •flesh 

Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary (1321) states: 
from 1319; flesh (from its freshness); by 

extension, body, person… 
 

This definition comes from the root (1319) a 
primitive root; properly, to be fresh, i.e. full (rosy, 

(figuratively) cheerful); to announce (glad news):--
messenger, preach, publish, shew forth, (bear, 
bring, carry, preach, good, tell good) tidings. 



 
  • one 

Pronounced as “ECHaD” 

The first character “aleph”  is a root. 

The ideogram for “aleph”  is A meaning 

an ox’s head. By extension it means, an ox, 
first or strong. Cabbalist also us the “aleph” 

to  represent the idea of God. 



 
  • one 

Pronounced as “ECHaD” 

The first character “chet”  is a root. 

The ideogram for “chet”  is x meaning a 

fence. By extension it means, to separate, to 
cut off from or to protect. 



 
  • one 

Pronounced as “ECHaD” 

The last character “dalet”  is a root. 

The ideogram for “dalet”  is D meaning a 

door or a gateway. By extension it means, a 
door, a path or a way of life, movement 

(especially into or out of). 



 
  • one 

Combining our ideograms we can decipher 

“ ” the strong one: 

“ ” who fences or protects: 

“ ” the door or pathway: 



 
  • one 
 

Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary (259) states: 
properly, united, i.e. one; or (as an ordinal) 
first:--a, alike, alone, altogether, and, any(-

thing), apiece, a certain… 



 
 

Combining all the ideogram concepts 
together we can extrapolate out of the text: 

 
Therefore shall a man …cleave [fasten or 

glue himself] to his wife [in the consuming 
covenant which is secure]; and they shall be 

[making their work secure] one [strong 
protectors of their path] flesh [flesh that is 

to be fresh]. 
 



 
 
 
 

Simplistically, the original model of a Biblical 
marriage centers around the Hebrew word:  

 

Echad   DXA 

 

Unity 



 
 
 
 
 

So, where is the first mention of  

Echad   DXA  [unity]  

found in the Torah? 
 



 
 

Echad   DXA  [unity] appears in the 

first paragraph in the creation narrative,  
the fifty-first word written in Genesis. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Genesis 1:5. And God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there 

was evening and there was morning,  

Echad   DXA  [unity] one day. 



 
 

Rashi questions the narrative and asks, “why 

does the word Echad   DXA appear 

here instead of the normal Hebrew word  
for reckoning in order? 

 
@wvar !wy yom rishon • the first day, 
ynyv !wy yom shini • the second day, 
yvylv !wy yom shlishi • the third day, 

 

etc…? 



 
 
 

1:8. And God called the firmament Heaven. 
And there was evening and there was 

morning, ynyv !wy yom shini the second day. 
 

And 
 

1:13. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the yvylv !wy yom shlishi third day. 

 



 
 
 

So, why  
 

dja !wy yom echad DJA mry 

 
in place of the normal rendering 

 
@wvar !wy yom rishonNWVAR mry? 

 



 
 

Within Genesis 1:5,  
there are three pairs of opposites: 

 
  Light  Darkness 
 
   Day  Night  
 
  Even  Morn 



 
 
 

It is when these opposites are joined 
together, the day is declared to be: 

 
dja !wy yom echad DJA mry  

 
The united day. 



 
 
 

This is not the only curious set of opposites 
that became united on the unity day; 

 
In the Midrash Rabbah Bereshit XII:15, the 
Rabbinical commentary on the Book of 

Genesis, we read: 
 



 
 
 

Even so, said the Holy One, blessed be He: 
‘If I create the world on the basis of mercy 
alone, its sins will be great; on the basis of 

judgment alone, the world cannot exist.  
 

Hence I will create it on the basis of 
judgment and of mercy,  
and may it then stand!’ 



 
 

It is written,  
 

“The king by justice established the land”  
(Prov. 29:4).   

 
And  

 
“But God (  Elohim) is the judge; he puts 

down one, and sets up another. 
(Ps. 75:8).  



 
 
 

This refers to the Holy One, blessed be He, 
who created the world with justice, as it says,  

 

 
“In the beginning,  

God (   Elohim)  
created…” (Gen. 1:1). 



 
 

But it is also written,  
 

“The Lord (  Adonai) is gracious, and full of 
compassion; slow to anger, and of abundant 

loving kindness. The Lord (  Adonai) is good 
to all; and his mercies are over all his works.” 

(Psalms 145:8-9) 



 
 
 

This refers to the Holy One, blessed be He, 
who created the world with mercy, as it says, 

 
“These are the generations of the heavens and of 
the earth when they were created, in the day that 

the Lord (  Adonai) God (   Elohim)  
 made the earth and the heavens,” 

(Genesis 2:4) 
  



 
 
 

Thus the Midrash Rabbah explains 
from the Torah: 

 
’(  Adonai’ stresses God's attribute of Mercy,  

 
and  

 
’( ) Elohim‘ that of strict Justice; 

  



 
 

 Now we see the fourth opposites united  
on the unity day in Genesis 2:4: 

 

  Light  Darkness 
 
   Day  Night  
 
  Even  Morn 
 
  Mercy  Judgment 



 
 
  

The unity of HaShem is also later affirmed 
when He is united with his nation in the 

wilderness, because it is written: 
 

“Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God the Lord is one” 
(Deu 6:4) 



 
 
 

This mystery of unity in the Shema is 
explained in the Zohar, the Jewish book of 

mysteries: 
 
 

“Hear, O Israel, The Lord (  Adonai) our God 
(  Elohenu) the Lord (  Adonai) is one”. 

These three are one.  



 
 
 

How can the three Names be one? Only 
through the perception of Faith: in the vision 

of the Holy Spirit, in the beholding of the 
hidden eyes alone. The mystery of the audible 
voice is similar to this, for though it is one yet 

it consists of three elements-fire, air, and water, 
which have, however, become one in the 

mystery of the voice.  



 
 
 

Even so it is with the mystery of the threefold 
Divine manifestations designated by 

  
The Lord (  Adonai)  

our God (  Elohenu)  
the Lord (  Adonai) –  

 
three modes which yet form one unity. 



 
 
 

From here we see that the defining element of  
 

Echad   DXA 

 
is unity in opposites. 

 
This is the goal of Biblical marriage. 



 
 
 

In fact, the Jewish understanding of what was 
intended from verse 2:18, “And the Lord God 

said, It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper opposite him.” 

 

wDgnk opposite DGNK O 

 
 
 



 
 wdgnk opposite 

Pronounced as “KeNeGeDU” 

The first character “kaf” k is a prefix. 

The ideogram for “kaf” kis K,  
the palm of the hand.  

By extension it means, to cover, to open or 
allow.  
 O 

 
 



 
 wdgnk opposite 

Pronounced as “KeNeGeDU” 

The second character “noon” n is a root. 

The ideogram for “noon” n is N, a fish.  

By extension it means, activity or life.  
 O 

 
 
 



 
 wdgnk opposite 

Pronounced as “KeNeGeDU” 

The third character “gimel” g is a root. 

The ideogram for “gimel” g is G, a camel.  

By extension it means, to lift up, pride, an 
animal.  
 O 

 
 
 



 
 wdgnk opposite 

Pronounced as “KeNeGeDU” 

The fourth character “dalet”  is a root. 

The ideogram for “dalet”  is D meaning a 

door or a gateway. By extension it means, a 
door, a path or a way of life, movement 

(especially into or out of). 
  
 O 

 



 
 wdgnk opposite 

Pronounced as “KeNeGeDU” 

The last character is a “vav” . 

The ideogram for “vav”  is w, a nail. Its 

meaning is to fasten, connect or secure. It is 
often translated as “and” in the English 

  
 O 

 
 



 
 wdgnk opposite 

Combining our ideograms we can decipher 

“k“ to allow 

“n” activity 

“g” to lift up 

“d” to enter 

“w” securely 



 
 wdgnk opposite 
 

Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary (5048)   

dgn  neged,  neh'-ghed  

from 5046; a front, i.e. part opposite; 
specifically a counterpart, or mate; 

 



 
 wdgnk opposite 

Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary(5046)   

dgn  nagad,  naw-gad’ 

a primitive root; properly, to front, i.e. stand 
boldly out opposite; by implication 

(causatively), to manifest; figuratively, to 
announce (always by word of mouth to one 

present); specifically, to expose, predict, 
explain, praise: 



 
 

Now we see one more opposite to be united 
  Light  Darkness 
 
   Day  Night  
 
  Even  Morn 
 
  Mercy  Judgment 
   
  Man   Woman 
 
 



 
 
 

 

Rashi answers this paradox by stating: 
 

“If he is worthy, she will be a helpmate.  
 

If he is not worthy, she will be against him, to 
fight him.” 

 



 
 
 

In man and woman, many things are 
programmed as opposites: 

 
A man needs to be respected,  

but wants to be loved.  
 

A woman needs to be loved  
but wants to be respected. 



 
 
 

In man and woman, many things are 
programmed as opposites: 

 
While a man looks outside in for beauty, 

 
A woman looks inside out. 



 
 
 

In man and woman, many things are 
programmed as opposites: 

 
When a man is looking for the truth,  

he doesn’t want a compliment, 
 

When a woman is looking for a compliment, 
she doesn’t want the truth. 



 
 
 

In man and woman, many things are 
programmed as opposites: 

 
When a man ask a woman what is wrong  
and she answers “nothing,” she is lying. 

 
When a woman ask a man what is wrong and 
he answers “nothing,” he is telling the truth. 



 
 
 

In man and woman, many things are 
programmed as opposites: 

 
Men like to fix their problems 

 
 

Women like to share their problems 



 
 
 

In man and woman, many things are 
programmed as opposites: 

 
Men connect sexually,  

and then respond verbally 
 

Women connect verbally,  
and then respond sexually 



 
 
 

In man and woman, many things are 
programmed as opposites: 

 
What happens to a man inside the bedroom 
drives what he does outside the bedroom. 

 
What happens to a woman outside the bedroom 

drives what she does inside the bedroom. 



 
 
 
 

As a servant of  
The Lord (  Adonai) our God (  Elohenu), 

your duty is not to focus on the opposites  
and let them divide. 

 
  



 
 
 
 

Your duty is to accept the opposites;  
imitate your Creator 

the Lord (  Adonai) your God (  Elohenu)  
And create something divine… 

 

Echad   DXA 
 

A UNITY! 
  



 
 
 
 

The comedy of marriage is  
that G-d invented it.  

 
It is a divine idea, not human.  

 



 
 
 
 

 

It is a divine idea that asks human beings  
to be something more than human. 



 
 
 

Now that’s funny.  
 

Your going to do something divine? 
  

What else do you do that is divine  
on any given day?  



 
 
 

G-d is asking you to do something divine,  
and what is it he asking you?  

 
To do something, 

that makes you get bigger than yourself,  
to be able to hear another person,  

without having to impose  
your own prejudices. 



 
 
 
 
 

One of the reasons for marriage is that we 
have a whole list of qualities,  

virtues about us, 
 that in any other circumstance, 

we may never use.  



 
 
 
 
 

How often do you have to be tolerant?  



 
 
 
 
 

How often to you have to be forgiving?  



 
 
 
 
 

How often do you have to be empathetic?  



 
 
 
 
 

How often do you have to be sympathetic? 



 
 
 
 
 

How often do you have to sacrifice your 
comfort for some one else? 



 
 
 
 

But when you are married,  
every good quality you possess  

is going to be  
activated, 
utilized, 

and  
exercised. 



 
 
 
 
 

When we resent that,  
then we have the wrong idea  

of what marriage is.  



 
 
 
 
 

Marriage is not your idea, 
 

Marriage is a Divine idea. 



 
 
 
 
 

Marriage doesn’t need justification.  



 
 
 
 
 

Marriage is something you do  
because it is right, 



 
 
 
 
 

Marriage is something you do  
because it is divine,  



 
 
 
 
 

Marriage is something you do  
because it is holy. 



 
 
 
 
 

Marriage is your primary ministry. 


